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BAcckly Memorials 


INGENIOUS: 


An Account of Books, with other curious Novelties, 





PDunday, Fanuary 23. 1685. 


> ) 
Jobi Ludolfi, alias Leut-holf didi, Hiftoria Aithiopica, frve 
brevis & fuccinfta defcriptio Regnt Habeffinorum, guod val: 
go malé Presbyteri Johapnis vocatur. In qua Libris quatuor 
agitur, 1. De Naturd © Indole Regionis & Incolarum. 
2. De Regimine Politico, Regum Succefione,Gc. -3. De 
Statu Eccleftaftico, initio © progreffu Religionis Chriftiane, 
&c. 4. De Rebus Privatis, Literatura, Oceconomit, (ce 
. Francofurti im Fol. 1681. 


Ss: litte of grounded knowledge has been comnmnunicated 





to this part of the World concerning thiopia, or 

the Kingdom of the Habefines, ( they holding lit- 
tle Commerce with Exropeans,their Country being fcituated 
in theinmoft parts of Africa) that the Curious have been 
long defirous and in great expectation of fomething perfect 
on this Subject, particularly from this Author, who been. 
known for thefe many years to have bent fome Studies 
this way. . He tells us in his Difcourfe to the Reader, and in 
his Preface to his Book, that he gathered long fince the heads 
of things in order to this Hiffory, from the Writings and 
Difcourfes of one Gregorius an Habefine, a grave perfon, 
deferving credit ; and that at length, by the help of the 
LEthiopick Hiftory of F. Balthafar Tellez, Provincial of the 
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Hoge e ral 
Fefuites in-Portugal, { the belt Writer on this fubject ; his: 
Book being compil’d from the moft exact Accounts whith 
the. AF..of, bis Sec. whorhgdhlived lon in Athigpia, could 
give him.) he was fupplied with what he wanted ; dnd had. 
thofe things made clear and confirmed to him, which before 
feem’d uncertain. If he:does gotfatisfie all men; he fays. 
he has done what he may ; and_relates matter of fa, not- 
things feen with his eyes, but gnely read, or heard:from o- 
thers ; butneverthelefs agreeable to truth, and well hang- 
ing together. And he thinks pp Countrie better deferves a- 
good Hiftory : Nam five Celifive Soli ingenjum pectes,vix alii 
plura Nature Miracula repereris. Snip tenes: ¥ 
He begins his firs# Book, which treats of the nature of the 
Country, and of its Jebabitants., with an enquiry into the 
name. Habefines; which he will have: to be given them by 
oe Arabians, with whom the word Habe/b coli a-Con: 
fifion or Mixture of Nations ; and fays they came original- 
ly fron Arabia Felix, which lies joyning to the Red Sea, 
whence they had’ an eafie paflage into 4frica. And here 
fie complains, that the variety of names-which divers Wri- 
fers Rave given thelr people, has rendred the Aiz/tory. fome- 
whit doubtful and confuled; fome calling them Axumites, 
fore Homerites, fome Indians , fome, Aitbiopians, 8c. the 
two latter names-being extendible to many Nations. _ 
Habeffinia, he fays, is fcituated in. Africa above Agypts be- 
yond Nz#ja, betwixt the 8th and 16th degree of Northems 
Latitude ; and is called by.fome, A&thiopia Superior, ‘The 
degrees of its Longitude.are not fo certainly known ; but as.. 
it is guefs’d by days Journeys, this Kingdom from Eaft to. . 
Weft, at its largett part, is 140 Portuguefe Leagues. in ex- 
tent; the longeft Journey being from the Red Sea to the: 
borders of Dembea, going ftrait Weft, On the North it has 
the Kingdom of Fungz. It was formerly bounded. on the: 
Eaft with the Red Sea; but now the Haven Arkiko, with 
the adjacent Ifland Matzua, being taken by the Zurks, thefe- 
_ poffefsall the Coaft, and command that Sea. It has other 
Kingdoms bordering on the South, and is bounded on.the Weft 
With the Rivers Maleg and_Nilus. Sit dake 
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 Habefinta confit? of many Kilgdoms and: Provincéy’s 

which are varionfly numbred by Writers: Gregorius counted 

_ 30 Kingdoms-to this Author, and others count mores! but 

of alf thofe- Kingdoms, the King poflefies now onely the fol- 
lowing, viz. the Kingdoms, r.Amhara. 2. Bagemder. 3. Cam- 
bat. 4. Damot. 5.Dembea. 6. Enarja. 7. Gojam. 8. Sa- 
men. 9. Part of Sewa: with fome other poor Kingdoms. 
And:he has the Provinces, 1. Ewfras: 21. Mazaga. 3: Tda- 

.gade. 4. Wagara,. 5. Walkaiit. Which Kingdoms” and 
Provinces. make up indeed the’ beft part, but farce halfold 
Hrabefinia’;, the rett being either poflett, or rendred deflate 
by the Galani, implacable enemies to the Fiabefines: 

_ . He gives us anew Chorographical Map of £Ethiopia, the 
ancierit being:alrogether erroricouss ‘which when he fhew: 
ed toGregorius; it movell fometimnes Laughter in hint, arc? 
fometimes Indignation : For héfays, before tie reflected thae 
theLarine Letters were to be pronounced after the Portuguese 
mhanner; he askt Gregérius concerning Xoa, Gojame, ‘and°o- 
ther Countries; to or from the*names of* which; ‘the “Portii- 
guefes had either added or withdrawn’ the Letters, ay dao, 
as'their Articles,no refpect being had of the Letter h; where’ 
by Gregorius' knew not what he'meant, till he pronounced’ 
for K/oa, Shon ; for Goyan, Gojam ; and fo of the'reft:: So he’ 
fays doubtlefs it muft happen’ in’ othet tee “of Forfai” 
‘Countries, that’ unlef$ a man’ can ‘divine the Natibi atid 
Tongue of the firft Author, he will inevitably read’ the’ 
names of places very corruptly- : for the Exropéans of thefe® 
days not having invented any Letters of their own} but Ha’ 
ving accommodated the borrowed Latiné Lerters't& their 
founds, it happens that one ard'the fame Letter is’ diverfly" 
ptonounced by divers Nations, and this’ more’efpecially 
when Letters are joyned. He thinks it therefore fit,chat thole 
who fet forth forein Maps, let us know according’ to what: 
Tongue the names of Countriesand Cities’ até to be‘read's 
or. that thofe that undertake an univerfal Geographical work, 
premit a SyZabus of Letters of a certain’ and «coriftant va-: 
lue; and that they note with fome mark Latine Letters 
of a doubtful force, ufing them unvariably throughout os 
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whole work ; as himfelf has given a Specimen immediate! 
following his Preface to this Hiftory, according to: whic 
we muft read Zrhiopick names expreft with Latine Letters, 
as well in this Work as in his Map. . ° 

He fays, that though in Habefinia the heat of the Sun be 
intolerable in Plainsand Valleys, yet the Country being for 
the moft part extreamly Mountainous, (infome parts far: 
more elevated than the Alpes and Pyreneans) the Summer- 
heats are there more moderate than in Portugal, which is fo . 
many d more to the North: Nay, in fome Moun- 
tains Cold is more feared than Heat, though there is fcarce: 
ever any Swow, and very little Haid. And thefe Mountains. 
do not onely render the Country habitable by fecuring a- 
gainft heat, but afforda plenty of {weet Springs'and Rivers 
every where flowing from them, which the plain Countries. 
of the Torrid Zone want. On thofe Mountains, and often 
in the midft of Plains, are found craggy and Precipitious. 
Rocks of various figures, like Towers, Pyramides, Caftles ; and 
the fides of fome of them fo even, that they feem as though 
they had beenereéted by Art. There is no way to get up: . 
fome of them, but by Ladders ; and Cattle are drawn up. 
withCords, The topsof them are: many times fpacious, 
with Fields, Woods, and continually running Streams, and 
even ftanding Ponds thereon. The Temperature. of the 
Air makes the Country healthy, and maintains a Vivacity in. 
the Inhabitants fometimes to 100 years: Onely in Tigra, 
about the beginning of the 7 Aa Spring, which is in 
the Months.of September and Oétober, Feavours are rife. 

From the variety of the Ar above-mentioned, there a- 
rife fometimes horrible Thunders and dark Clouds,with Spouts, 
which where they fall, carry all before them,and.make all: 
the Rivers overflow. Inthe Winter they are not onely. 
peftered with Rains, but in-all low places the Earth fpews. 
upW4ter, even in: the Houfes, if any are there : Gregorius. 
not thinking any place fo much troubled with Rain and ri- 
fing of Water, as that Country. 

He tells us thereare onely three Seafonsof the year pro-. 
perly in Habefinia, viz. The Spring, which begins the 25 of. 

Septem- 
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September. Then the Summer ; but that is divided into. two 
parts : the firft and beft begins the 25 of December , and 
from that time to the 25°0f March their Fruits come to ma‘ 
turity, and aregathered.- And thea begins the /atter and 
worft part of Summer, which cannot deferve the name of 
Autumn ; for they do not gather then Pears,: les, Olives, 
Grapes, &c.as in Europe, but are fhrewdly fcorcht with the 
Sun: wherefore they oppofe this Lotte? part of the year to. 
the cold Winter which begins the 25 of Fuse. stint 
The Nights and Days, by reafon of the dire&tnefs of the: 
Sphere, are in a manner always equal. The 7wilight being’ 
‘much fhorter than with us; for thereprefently on Sun-fet it 
is dark. 

They have fometimes fuch violent Whirlwinds, that they: 
overturn Houfes, Oaks, ‘Rocks, and all things in their way, 
and often carrie them into the Air; fach 2 Whirlwind,. 
the Author fays, hapning the faft Year in Ziyria: 

He fays, the Habefines are no way skilfd in the Art of: 
Mining, but find bits of pure Gold asbig, as Vetches in their 
Rivers, in the roots of Trees, and even on the furface of 
the Earth. They have no S#/ver, or know not how to {melt 
it; but have Lead and Stibium, which they think cures:the - 
Eyes, and efteem it as a fingular Cofmetich, giving: a grace: 
to the Face: hencethey pound it,and nvix it with Soot moi: - 
ftened, and therewith anoint the hair of the Eye-brows, af- 
ter the moft.ancient-and ufual cuftom of the Oriental peo- 

ple. They. have Mountains of Native: Salt, which they 
work forth in lumps; it is foft as they dig it, but whem: it. 
comes to the day it grows.hard, and is carried away on the. 
backs of €attle by troops. of Merchants: that come for it. 
There is alfoa Mountain of red Salt. very medicinal. Their 
Salt ferves them inftead of Money to buy all things: Fewels 
hitherto have:been but little feen in Athiopia ; thofe in their. 
Kings Crows being. butadulterate: nor do they fend their 
Salt or Gold for them to other Gountries; and wonder we are - 
fo mad to give away our money for them. 

He ratiomally conceives that the Rivers flowing. from the 
Mountains in. this .Countrie, take their rife from the Rain- 
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~water infinuating it felf into:the Pores of the Earth. and 
Clefts of the Rocks, and fo. paffing into fubterraneous 
Vaults; -obferving that: in tho. Countries where there is'tit- 
tle-or'no-Rain, there are few or -no Fountains; and that 
where ‘there'ismuch, they abound, © -: > = ON 
- Hetellsusthat Nilus, which for the length of its Cousfe, 
theabundance of its Waters, and their fweetnefs, wholfome: 
nefs, and fertility, exceeds-all the Rivers of the world, owes 
its rife to the Kingdom of Gojam in Habefinia, It is called 
in the Seripture Shibhor from its darknefs, becaufe it carries 
Waters troubled with mud from the Fields of 4thiopia. He 
fays. the ancient Geographers thought it to take its rife be- 
yond the Equinodtial in.I know not what Mountains of the 
Moon ; thinking it:might receive its;increafe by the Winter- 
rains-of thofe Regions: for they could not perfwade them- 
felves: that the Sun being in the Northern Signs, there could 
be Winter and‘Rain enough To near, to raife fo great’ a. Ri- 
ver fromthem. After it has paft-about: 40 Leagues from 
its fource, which isin an elevated; but trembling and moor: 
if ground, it emters.a vaft Lake, and pafles it withoue mix. 
ing its Waters, as the Rhone does the Lake Lemanas, and 
the Rhine, Acrouius. The caufe of the Jrundation- of Nilus 
is from the great Rains falling in many Regions of the 7or- 
rid Zoue upon the Suns returning back into the Winter- 
Signs: Before Nilas goes-forth of ABrhiopia, it divides its 
felf into two Currents; whereof the greater goes to -E 
gypt, the. other into: the Country: of the Nigrite. It has 
been ithe opinion of fome, that it has been’ forfnerly in the 
power of the: King of the Aabefines to divert Nilus from 
its courfeinto Agypt,and to derive it into the Red Sea; there’ 
being at.a certain place an abfolute fall of Land to convey it 
thither,onely one Mountain being cut through; though now 
that: place where it could. be diverted is pofleft by others. 
He mentions another River in Zthiopia, which paffing 
a great way from its Source, firks at length into the Sands, 
never going to the Sea as other Rivers do. 
The Soyl is fo fertile, that in fome places they fow, and 
have Crops twice , and-in others-thrice, a Summer. — 
, make 
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e.Bread of-a fart of Cars called Ze, though they have 
ae Barley, &e.. "They make no Winter-provifions, for 
Cattle, the Soy] yielding always —- enough ; hor’ ly 
felves, confiding in the 


up any flores tor other years for the 
fertility of their’ Soyl. | Laz ge ae 

He fays they have an herp called Affazie, which by its teuck or even Thadew fo 
ftupifies all Serpents and venomous Creatures , that you miay handle thent without 

nce ; and Tat he who-has eaten the rcot of it is feeared from them for many 

years. And he is of opinion, that the P(lli of Africa had the vertu¢ of Curing 
the bitings of Serpents by the-tokch through the nfeof this Herb. : ee 

They have a Tree called Enfete, refembling the Indian Fig-tree, whichis four 
yards thick ; if fhrowded, it {prouts forth with a world of young fhoots , which 
ave all good Food 5 fo that this Tree need not bear any fruit, being indeed all 
fruit. a par 
‘He tells us, that by reafon of the plenty of - Herbage, and the heat of the Cli- 
mate, “uadrupedes and Inftéts are much bigger in mtr and India than with 
us. They have a and Pompe 0 ~ never them nor ufe them, 
but in War, employing, Mules invall their drudgerye,.« : 

They pica 4 ceo fort of Sheep with great Talls, of which fome weigh a- 
beve 40 Se 

They oe multitudes of Elephants , but never ufe them. To fay they have 
Camileopards,, Lyons, Tygers, Panthers, Wolves, Hyena’s, 8c. - it’sno more that 
other Countries age But he fays they send a Beg ted | Zeco ‘ or Zahhes 
exceeding in beauty alt quadeipeds; it is about ignefS Of a Mule, and naw- 
rally gentles his Body is alk encompaft: with ineerchahpettile Circles of black and 
of alively afh-colour ; and this with fuch an elegancy and order, that im furpafs 
the Art of the beft Painter to imitate them : His Ears onely are a little difpro- 
portionate , being toolong. They have thoufands of Apes, feeding’ chiefly on 
Worms which they find under Stones. Hence in the Mountains where they ufe, 
you will {cance find a. Stone unturned, be it never fo great: for if two or three 
cannot move it, they call more aid. They eat alfo Ants , and fometimes: devour. 
whole Fields of Fruit. They have alfo an innocent and very pleafant Animal, 
being a fort of little Afonkey, of which there is an elegant Zthiopick Rhime; . 
in Latine thus: Hominem non ledo, framentum non edo, oderunt me frafira. cis 
of a various colour full of greyifh{pecks : They are extream tender, fo that un- 
lefS they are cloathed and kept warm, ‘they cannot be brought to us. He tellsus - 
alfo of fome that have feen the fam’d Unicorn there, an Animal of the form 
and fize of a midling Horft, of a bright Bay colour, with a black Main and 
bi - with a fair Horn inhis Forehead five Palms in length, being fomewhat 
whiti 

For Water and Amphibious Animals, he fays they have the Hippopotamus, the 
Erocodile, the Water-Eizard , and amongft others the Torpedo, with which they 
cure Tertian and Quartan Agues: The way isthis; they bind the Patient fafton . 
a Table, and then Sony he Torpedo to his Joynts, which caufes a very cruel tor- 
ture in all his Limbs 5, but the fitof the Ague returns notafter. The Author con- 
ceive s it may alfo do good in the Gout ; and the £thiopians firmly believe ir will 
drive the Devil himfelf from a man. 

. For Birds, they have Eftredges and Caffowares: The flefhof'this either frefh 
or-dried, is accounted a Medicine againft the Poyfon of Serpents, this bird devou- 
ring them without prejudice to himfelf. 

He tells usof Dragons that. willfwallow whole Children, little Piggs, Lambs, 
and x 
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and Kids.; and: that they are » and took like thebark of an old Tree. That 
there are Water-Snakes and Adders , which upon drying of the Moorifh grounds 
in Summer, are very hurtful, being inraged with and heat ; and 
chat they €iM by their Breath, unlefs a quick remedy be ufed, none being bercer 
than to drink humane Excrementsin water. ; 

That the Habefines are fometimes ftrangely infefted with Locufts devouring 
their Fruits and Herbs ; and that thofe = fometimes feed on thefe Locus, 
being a weap and wholefome meat. That there are great ftore of Bees, a- 
mongft a very fimall and b/ack Bee without a fting, making their Combs un- 
der ground, which yield an extream white Wax, and moft delicious Honey, which 
they ufe in their beft-Medicines: ae eo 

He fays the Habeffines are generally of a good difpofition, ingenious, and very 
defirous of Learning, eafily remit injuries, and commonly determine their quar- 
eels and differences at Cuffs, or by an Arbitrator or two. From this their to- 
wardly difpofition he thinks their King has been called Prefter Fan by fome, the 
words Prefter Chan in the Perfian Language fignifying a Prince of exceHent Ser- 
wants; and the Servants of this Nation are more priz'd, and fell for more than 
others. In the fhape of their Body, and comelinefs of their Countenance, they 
far excel other Zithiopians, having no {woln Lips, nor broad bottle Nofés. Their 
colour for the moft part is black or brown, though they are not born black, but 
very red, foon after black. The Women are alfo ftrong, and eafily bring 
forth Children, as g y all Women in the hotter Countries. They bes no 
Midwives, but fall on cheir Knees at the time of Childbirth, and disburthen them- 
felves. There are alfo wild Men living in the Deéfarts, without God, King, or 
Law. ° 

The Nobleft and Ancienteft Tongue of the Habeffines is that Ethiopick where- 
of our Author ferforth a tity took ear tag acy = aes. - 1661. This was 
formerly the Tongue generally fpoken by the Tigrenfés when the King of Habefi- 
nia lived in Tigra, but now it is onely ufed in Writing, and has ey dignity con- 
tinued in the publick Sacred wom , and in the cane, &c. It is very 
tnuch ally’d ‘to the Arabick, and ferves often to illuftrate the Oriental Tongues, 
efpecially the Hebrew : For inftance, he fays the Latines have called that moft 
élegant and delightful work of God which comprehends all things in it elf, Afun- 
dus, in imitation of the Greeks, who called it Kir~@-, che es a eg not being 
{nvented by themfelves, but by the Phanicians, with whom the World , and efpe- 
cially the Earth, was called "IR Adama, Formofa: He fays,he knows it is 
commonly derived from Rednefs,becaufe theHebrew root WR Adam fignifies to 
be ved ; whereas it is certain that our frjt Father took his name Adam hot from 
the rednefs of the Earth, but fromhis perfect and abfolute- Beauty , as being the 
moft confummate work of the Creator. And that fignification which has 
unknown to other Oriental Lexicon-writers, plain to che Aithiopians, with whom 
Adama fignifies delightful, elegant, and lovely ; nor do the Athiopians take A- 
dams name otherwife than from Formofvs. The prefent King of Habeffinia ( the 
{eat of Government beiag removed to the midft of the Empire) ufes the Amarick 
Diale&, which all the Nobility and Learned fpeak, being as peneral in Habefinia, 
as the Latine in Europe. They fay that on the Coaft of Africe every 15 oF 20 
German. Miles producea diverfity of Language. This Account is fomewhat long, 
but haply the curiofity of the Matter may exeufe it. I fhall be more bricf in the 
other Books in the following Memorials. 

An Account of a Cariofity was alio given to the Printer; but being ftreightned 

in room, he could not infere it: which for the future will be otherwife or- 
dered. 
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